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NOSCOW SAYS US,
'HURTS RELATIONS
BY ITS LN, ORDER

By SERGE SCHMEMANN '
Special to The New York Times

MOSCOW, March 11 — The Soviet
Government said today that ‘“direct
damage’’ to relations with the United
States could result from the American
order that the size of Soviet missions to
the United Nations be reduced.

A protest read at the Foreign Minis-
try to the United States chargé d’af-
faires, Richard Combs Jr., said:

“0Of course, the Soviet side cannot
pass such unlawful United States ac-
tions over and will have to draw ap-
proriate conclusions.’

The protest was distributed by Tass,
the Government press agency, and
read on the evening television news.

It did not specify what Soviet actions
might be contemplated. But it men-
tioned plans for the next summit meet-.
ing, the new agreement to exchange
consulates in Kiev and in New York
and other joint projects.

Distrust of U.S. Fostered

The Soviet Government said that the
American actions ‘‘not only cannot be
reconciled with assurances by the
United States side that it strives to-
ward an improvement of relations, but
do direct damage to them.”’

“The United States Administration
must be aware,’”’ the statement contin-
ued, ‘“that such actions increase dis-
trust of its peolicy and by no means
create a favorable background for a
summit meeting. ' '

“Just as it must be also clear that
such actions' cannot but affect most
seriously the development of contacts
between our countries in various fields.

“It is hard to reconcile all this with
statements by the United States side in
favor of implementing- accords on the
opening of consulates general in New
York and in Kiev, on the expansion of
contacts and exchanges, including the:
finding of new forms.”

Issue of New York Site Raised

The statement said the American ac-
tions also raised the question ‘‘whether
it is appropriate for United Nations
headquarters to be located in & country |
that does not fulfil its obligations to the
organization.” ‘
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The protest was in response to an.
American order; snnounced Friday,:
that the three Seviét missions to the .
United Nations reduce their staffs from
275 to 170 over the next two years.
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The United States has gaid th
missions are being used for ﬁggl_‘ age
and that the resources o eral
Bureau of Igvim are _being
strained by the m to_monitor the |
movements of so m% Ftential spies.
In the Soviet Union, movements of
foreigners are similarly watched by |
agents of the Government'’s State Se-

curity Committee, the internal security
agency.

Under the arrangements that led to
the establishment of the United Na-
tions at the end of World War 11, the
Soviet Union is represented not only by
a delegation from its central govern-
ment, but by delegations from two of|
its 15 constituent republics, the
Ukraine and Byelorussia, on the
ground that these states, by virtue of
their location on the western borders,
suffered particularly from the German
invasion during the war.

The Soviet statement today said that
the United States’ action was ‘‘arbi-
trary and unfounded, and constitutes a
flagrant violation of its obligations as
the host country for United Nations
headquarters. The statement said that
nothing in United Nations rules gave
the United States the right to “‘impose
numerical restrictions’’ on foreign mis-
sions to the United Nations.

The statement said the assumption of
that right was ‘“‘totally inadmissible’*
?nd “incompatible with international
aw.”

The Government further said that
Washington’s latest action was part of
a pattern that included the American
withdrawal from Unesco and earlier
restrictions on Soviet and East Euro-
pean nationals employed by the United
Nations Secretariat.

In a separate dispatch, the Soviet
press agency recalled that the United
States had limited the movements of
United Nations employees from the
Soviet Union, Afghanistan, Vietnam,
Iran, Cuba and Libya to a 25-mile radi-
us. As of Jan. 6, the United States also
imposed restrictions on the movements
of diplomats or staff members from
East Germany, Poland, Bulgaria and
Czechoslovakia.

Resgponding_indirectly to Americap
charges that Soviet representatives.
stationed in the Uﬁitd States are.
potential spies, the Soviet
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focusing on erican intelligence ac-

tivity.
Several dispatches were critical of
Vernon Walters, the American dele-
Eate to the g@? Nations, focusing on
is past as a military attaché at United
tates em.
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